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The key differences between how we once taught students about persuasion—at least in Kentucky, as described in our old standards—and how the Common Core helps us think about our work are these:

· We explore a topic and the evidence BEFORE we form an opinion.
· We use CRITERIA to make our judgments.

I. Establishing Criteria

What makes a book an EXCELLENT book?  Having criteria upon which to make judgments could be a lesson in its own right, but today we will begin by brainstorming and charting a short list of key qualities.  Ask students to quickly recall books they have read as a class this year, as well as favorites that they have read independently.  Have them reflect on what qualities these books have that make them good books.  Model the difference between mentioning a specific moment in a book (such as “the time when Joey spilled the spaghetti all over the dog”) or a specific character (“I love Beezus!”) and a specific characteristic of the writing (humor, characters like me, action, surprise endings, interesting language, realistic story, message, etc.)
	What Makes a Book GOOD?



	


II.  Applying the Criteria

Then we will look at the text we want to review.  Ideally, this activity will be done multiple times, with multiple texts.  Because there are 10 nominations for the Grades 3-5 Kentucky Bluegrass Award, reading and writing about those books makes an ideal classroom project.  The contest is an authentic writing opportunity.  Kids’ ballots really do determine the winner.  Students need to make a comment explaining why the book should win.  We’ll extend that comment into a short review.

Today we’ll look at a book nominated for the Kentucky Bluegrass Award, 
Last Laughs:  Animal Epitaphs by J. Patrick Lewis & Jane Yolen

or

Barnum’s Bones:  How Barnum Brown Discovered the Most Famous Dinosaur in the World by Tracey Fern.  
Keeping in mind the criteria we just established, we will gather evidence several times, writing after each.  The purpose of this gathering and writing is to explore our stances (or our opinions or points of view) before we actually make claims about the worthiness of the book—which is what a good reviewer does.  
With the criteria they’ve set in mind, ask students to write at least 1 bulleted note about the book while examining/reading (1) the cover, (2) the inside flaps, (3) the story (here’s where we hope they will list several elements), and (4) the author’s note. What seems interesting or what seems uninteresting?  What makes the book sound good or what makes the book sound less than good?
	What Makes the Book Good?
	What Makes the Book NOT So Good?

	Covers:

Flaps:

Story:

Author’s Note: 
	Covers:

Flaps:

Story:

Author’s Note: 


III.  Making a Claim

Today or on a subsequent day, we will then review our criteria, review our notes, and draft a claim about the book which supports our opinion as to the quality of the book. 
	Sample Claims



	· Barnum’s Bones should win the 2014 Kentucky Bluegrass Award because it brings history to life.
· Last Laughs is a “good read” because the authors use language in a humorous way.
· The Incredible Ivan is a powerful book because it makes readers think about animal rights.
· Wonder is a book all kids should read because it helps us empathize with those who have differences.


	Sample Frameworks for Claims



	· _______________________ should win the 2014 Kentucky Bluegrass Award because ____________________________ (criterion).
· ____________________________ is a ________________________ because __________________________ (criterion).
· ___________________________ is a book that __________________________ because _____________________________ (criterion).



IV.  Supporting the Claim

Now we’ll return to our notes and to the text (as needed) to identify evidence from our reading that supports our claim.  Then we’ll explain how that evidence supports the claim.  That’s analysis.  
	CLAIM:

Last Laughs: Animal Epitaphs should win the 2014 Kentucky Bluegrass Award because the authors use language in a humorous way.


	EVIDENCE
	HOW THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM
	WHY THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM

	Win some.

Lose some.

Venison. 
	The author short lines that rhyme. 


	The rhyme makes us think and then laugh.  It surprises us.  

	She always loved 

a good yarn.
	The author uses words that have two meanings.
	When we hear the words, we think it means that the cat likes a good story.  When we see the picture, though, we see the cat chasing a ball of yarn..right in front of a truck! Oh, no!  The difference between what we hear and what we see makes us laugh.

	You really know

how bad you feel

when you become

extremely eel.


	The author uses word play.
	In the poem about the eel, he feels  “eel” instead of “ill.”  The sounds of the two words are alike but have such different meanings that it seems funny. 


	CLAIM:



	EVIDENCE
	HOW THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM
	WHY THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


V.  Drafting the Review

For the Kentucky Bluegrass Awards, a short paragraph is sufficient to explain why a student might want a particular book to win.  This paragraph can become, however, the heart of a “full” review of the book.  In a full review, we would expect an introductory paragraph that engages the reader and introduces the claim, a body that might include a short description of the book as well as the analysis (why the book is a good piece of literature (using the criteria we’ve establish), focusing on the evidence gathered + how + why), and a conclusion.  Mini-lessons will support students in drafting these elements.  Ideally, sample reviews from publications for children will be used to illustrate each component.
VI.  Editing the Review
Use grade-level expectations for conventions and language to guide the teaching of one or two mini-lessons that demonstrate grammar and mechanics that students are expected to master, but are not yet doing do.
VII.  Publishing the Review

Filling out the ballot for the Kentucky Bluegrass Awards is a way to connect students with an authentic purpose for this work.  

If the review is extended into a full piece, there are also outlets for publishing students’ work (children’s magazines, local newspaper’s kid pages).  Another option is to post reviews in the library for other students to consult.

Selected Standards Related to Argumentation
	Number
	College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards 
	Grade 5

	Reading 1
	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
	Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.




	Writing 1
	Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.


	Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically).

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.



	Writing 9
	Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature:

2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.




Kentucky Bluegrass Awards, 2014 Nominated Books:  Grades 3-5

You have a classroom set of these books.  One way to use them is to set up a literacy station in the room with the books, ballots, and “claim” frameworks, inviting students to read additional nominees and continue to vote.  

Students could also be invited to develop full reviews of these texts for Amazon, the library, or other online book review sites for kids.

Barnum's Bones: How Barnum Brown Discovered the Most Famous Dinosaur in the World / Tracey E. Fern.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2012.

Early 20th century paleontologist Barnum Brown discovers the first documented skeleton of the Tyrannosaurus Rex and other important dinosaurs.

An Elephant in the Garden / Michael Morpurgo.

Feiwel and Friends, 2011.

Lizzie and Karl's mother, Mutti, working at a local zoo in Dresden, Germany, during World War II while their father is away fighting in France, brings home Marlene, a baby elephant that is slated to be destroyed as the Allied bombing grows closer, and when they are forced to flee, Mutti feels they must take Marlene with them, adding even more danger to their journey.

Flutter: The Story of Four Sisters and One Incredible Journey / Erin E. Moulton.

Philomel Books, 2011.

Nine-and-a-half-year-old Maple and her older sister, Dawn, must work together to face treacherous terrain, wild animals, and poachers as they trek through Vermont's Green Mountains seeking a miracle for their prematurely-born sister.

Last Laughs: Animal Epitaphs / J. Patrick Lewis and Jane Yolen; Jeffrey Stewart Timmins, ill.

Charlesbridge, 2012.

Humorous, pun-filled poetry describes the demise of a variety of our beloved pets and animal companions.

May B: A Novel / Caroline Starr Rose.

Schwartz & Wade Books, 2012.

When a failed wheat crop nearly bankrupts her family, May is sent to spend several months helping out on a neighbor’s Kansas prairie farm, but finds herself abandoned and alone with winter approaching. May must fight to survive the harsh conditions and her own internal struggles with reading and school in this novel in verse.

The One and Only Ivan / Katherine Applegate; Patricia Castelao, ill.

Harper, 2012.

When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life.

The Secret Tree / Natalie Standiford.

Scholastic, 2012.

In her last summer before middle school, Minty navigates a new friendship while investigating the mysteries in her neighborhood, including the Witch House, the Man Bat, and the Secret Tree, where people leave secrets written on slips of paper.

Three Times Lucky / Sheila Turnage.

Dial Books for Young Readers, 2012.

Eleven-year-old Mo LoBeau and her best friend Dale Earnhardt Johnson III help investigate a murder in the small town of Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, while Mo searches for her birth mother and works in the café run by her "adoptive" parents, the Colonel and Miss Lana.

Wild Life / Cynthia DeFelice.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2011.

When twelve year-old Erik, who has just received his hunting license, is sent to a small town in North Dakota to live with grandparents he hardly knows, the threat of a hostile grandfather and losing the dog he rescued prompts Erik to run away in this story of adventure and survival.

Wonder / R. J. Palacio.

Knopf, 2012.

Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, born with an extreme facial deformity, struggles to fit in as he makes the transition from homeschooling to private school.

What are our next steps?

· Teach this lesson in your classroom (if you weren’t today’s host).  Teach it again with the second book listed.

· Try this approach to developing opinions in as many informal ways as you can. Have students explore an item to be reviewed (music, movie, book, restaurant, game, a specific food, etc.).  The purpose is to gather evidence.  Follow with quick-writes in which students think about (1) why their initial point of view is positive, neutral, or negative, (2) make an initial claim, (3) offer evidence to support the claim, and (4) explain why the evidence supports the claim. 
· See A Quick Guide to Teaching Persuasive Writing by Taylor (2008) for support in developing lessons around these quick-writes.

· Invite students to use the above process in developing their reviews of independently-read books.

· Consider setting up a literacy station for further reading/voting on the award books and/or other opportunities to review (video games, restaurants, toys, movies, tv shows, etc.)

To bring to our next meeting, ___________ at ___________:
· Student work samples from these lessons and from quick-writes.

· Your questions, comments, and ideas to share.

