Jean Wolph
Louisville Writing Project

Forming & Supporting an Opinion:

Stance, Claim, Evidence, Analysis
Louisville Writing Project

February 4, 2014
Grade 2
The key differences between how we once taught students about persuasion—at least in Kentucky, as described in our old standards—and how the Common Core helps us think about our work are these:

· We explore a topic and the evidence BEFORE we form an opinion.
· We use CRITERIA to make our judgments.

I. Establishing Criteria

What makes a book an EXCELLENT book?  Having criteria upon which to make judgments could be a lesson in its own right, but today we will begin by brainstorming and charting a short list of key qualities.  Ask students to quickly recall books they have read as a class this year, as well as favorites that they have read independently.  Have them reflect on what qualities these books have that make them good books.  Model the difference between mentioning a specific moment in a book (such as “the time when Joey spilled the spaghetti all over the dog”) or a specific character (“I love Beezus!”) and a specific characteristic of the writing (humor, characters like me, action, surprise endings, interesting language, realistic story, message, etc.)
	What Makes a Book GOOD?



	


II.  Applying the Criteria

Then we will look at the text we want to review.  Ideally, this activity will be done multiple times, with multiple texts.  Because there are 10 nominations for the Grades K-2 Kentucky Bluegrass Award, reading and writing about those books makes an ideal classroom project.  The contest is an authentic writing opportunity.  Kids’ ballots really do determine the winner.  Students need to make a comment explaining why the book should win.  We’ll extend that comment into a short review.

Today we’ll look at a book nominated for the Kentucky Bluegrass Award, 
Hornbooks and Inkwells by Verla Kay    or     This is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen.  
or  Looking at Lincoln by Maira Kalman
Keeping in mind the criteria we just established, we will gather evidence several times, writing after each.  The purpose of this gathering and writing is to explore our stances (or our opinions or points of view) before we actually make claims about the worthiness of the book—which is what a good reviewer does.  
With the criteria they’ve set in mind, ask students to write at least 1 bulleted note about the book while examining/reading (1) the cover, (2) the inside flaps, (3) the story (here’s where we hope they will list several elements), and (4) the author’s note. What seems interesting or what seems uninteresting?  What makes the book sound good or what makes the book sound less than good?
	What Makes the Book Good?
	What Makes the Book NOT So Good?

	Covers:

Flaps:

Story:

Author’s Note: 
	Covers:

Flaps:

Story:

Author’s Note: 


III.  Making a Claim

Today or on a subsequent day, we will then review our criteria, review our notes, and draft a claim about the book which supports our opinion as to the quality of the book. 
	Sample Claims



	· This is Not My Hat should win the 2014 Kentucky Bluegrass Award because it has a surprise ending.
· Hornbooks and Inkwells is an entertaining book because it has catchy rhythm.
· Looking at Lincoln is a book all kids should read because it makes a president from long ago come to life. 


	Sample Frameworks for Claims



	· _______________________ should win the 2014 Kentucky Bluegrass Award because ____________________________ (criterion).
· ____________________________ is a _______ book because __________________________ (criterion).
· ___________________________ is a book that __________________________ because _____________________________ (criterion).



IV.  Supporting the Claim

Now we’ll return to our notes and to the text (as needed) to identify evidence from our reading that supports our claim.  Then we’ll explain how that evidence supports the claim.  That’s analysis.  
	CLAIM:

Looking at Lincoln is a book all kids should read because it makes a president from long ago come to life. 



	EXAMPLES OF EVIDENCE
	HOW THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM
	WHY THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM

	Abraham Lincoln had a family of 4 happy boys and a short little wife. They loved each other and laughed together.
	The author wonders whether Abe called her “Plumpy” and whether Mary called him “Linky.”

	The author asks questions that make this president seem like a real person.



	President Lincoln loved vanilla cake and his dog Fido. 
	The author bets that he forgot to eat his cake on the day he was elected.  He thinks the dog was cross-eyed (maybe because of the picture of Fido).
	Little details like these make someone very important seem very ordinary.

	The pictures and words show how he was murdered and how now there is a memorial to him.

	The author tells us that a great man is never really gone. “You can look into his beautiful eyes.  Just look.”
	Making a great man seem like he is still with us through his words helps us feel proud instead of sad. 


	CLAIM:



	EVIDENCE
	HOW THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM
	WHY THE EVIDENCE PROVES MY CLAIM

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


V.  Drafting the Review

For the Kentucky Bluegrass Awards, a short paragraph is sufficient to explain why a student might want a particular book to win. (Claim + Evidence + How/Why the evidence proves the claim.)
In a longer writing cycle, the class can watch episodes of Reading Rainbow to see how students have talked about books they love.  This paragraph can be the heart of a review of the book that has an introductory paragraph that engages the reader and introduces the claim, a body that might include a short description of the book as well as the analysis (why the book is a good piece of literature, focusing on the evidence gathered + how + why), and a conclusion.  Mini-lessons will support students in drafting these elements.  Ideally, sample reviews from publications for children will be used to illustrate each component.
VI.  Editing the Review
Use grade-level expectations for conventions and language to guide the teaching of one or two mini-lessons that demonstrate grammar and mechanics that students are expected to master, but are not yet doing do.
VII.  Publishing the Review

Filling out the ballot for the Kentucky Bluegrass Awards is a way to connect students with an authentic purpose for this work.  

If the review is extended into a full piece, there are also outlets for publishing students’ work (children’s magazines, local newspaper’s kid pages).  Another option is to post reviews in the library for other students to consult.

Or the students’ work can be videotaped for a classroom version of Reading Rainbow.
What are our next steps?

· Try this approach to developing opinions in as many informal ways as you can.  Follow with quick-writes in which students think about (1) why their initial point of view is positive, neutral, or negative, (2) make an initial claim, (3) offer evidence to support the claim, and (4) explain why the evidence supports the claim. 
· See A Quick Guide to Teaching Persuasive Writing by Taylor (2008) for support in developing lessons around these quick-writes.
· Invite students to use the above process in developing their reviews of independently-read books.
Selected Standards Related to Argumentation
	Number
	College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards 
	Grade 2

	Reading 1
	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
	Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.




	Writing 1
	Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.


	 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to  connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.




Kentucky Bluegrass Awards, 2014 Nominated Books:  Grades K-2 
And Then It's Spring / Julie Fogliano; Erin E. Stead, ill.

Roaring Brook Press, 2012.

Simple text reveals the anticipation of a boy who, having planted seeds while everything is brown, fears that something has gone wrong until, at last, the world turns green.

Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building / Christy Hale.

Lee & Low Books Inc., 2012.

A collection of concrete poetry, illustrations, and photographs that shows how young children’s constructions, created as they play, are reflected in notable works of architecture from around the world.

Each Kindness / Jacqueline Woodson; E. B. Lewis, ill.

Nancy Paulsen Books, 2012.

When Ms. Albert teaches a lesson on kindness, Chloe realizes that she and her friends have been wrong in making fun of new student Maya’s shabby clothes and refusing to play with her.

Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs / Mo Willems

Balzer & Bray, 2012.

Presents the wacky story of three dinosaurs, including a visitor from Norway, who insist that they have not tidied up their home and prepared yummy pudding to trap a tasty little girl.

Hornbooks and Inkwells / Verla Kay; S. D. Schindler, ill..

G. P. Putnam's Sons, 2011.

Two brothers spend a year attending a one-room schoolhouse on the frontier.

Looking at Lincoln / Maira Kalman.

Nancy Paulsen Books, 2012.

Wanting to know about the real man behind the sixteenth president’s legendary character, a little girl learns about Lincoln’s beliefs regarding universal freedom as well as lesser-known aspects of his life, from his love of Mozart and his wife’s vanilla cake to his pet dog and the way he kept his notes in his stovepipe hat.

Oh, No! / Candace Fleming; Eric Rohman, ill.

Schwartz & Wade Books, 2012.

A series of animals falls into a deep hole, only to be saved at last by a very large rescuer.

Oh No, George! / Chris Haughton

Candlewick Press, 2012.

Harboring the best of intentions and trusted by his owner to be a well-behaved dog while alone during the day, George resists the temptation to chase cats and dig up flowers but finds his resolve wavering when he spies a mouthwatering cake on the table.

Penny and Her Doll / Kevin Henkes

Greenwillow, 2012.

Penny instantly loves the doll her grandmother sends her, but finding the perfect name for her is a challenge

This Is Not My Hat / Jon Klassen

Candlewick Press, 2012.

A tiny minnow wearing a pale blue bowler hat has a thing or two up his fins in this underwater light-on-dark chase scene.

